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Executive Brief: US - Israeli Operations Against Iran and Regional Implications

Explainer: This daily report provides an executive summary of major developments related to the
ongoing war in the Middle East. It complements MAX Security’s more in-depth Situation Update reports.
If you haven't yet received our situation updates and other reporting amid the current escalation, or
would like to receive more details, join our WhatsApp community. For operational support, please

contact our Protection Division at operations@max-security.com.

Operational Overview

US and Israeli military operations in Iran are still suspended since the entry into force of the 14-day
ceasefire, as of April 17. The ceasefire continues, and Iran is refraining from attacking Israel or any of its
regional neighbors directly.

US Secretary of War Hegseth held a press conference on April 16, together with Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff General Caine and CENTCOM Commander Admiral Cooper. Hegseth stated that the US
military is ready to renew the war if required and that it is observing Iran’s effort to dig out its severed
capabilities that were previously struck, and indicated that the US is watching these movements. He also
stated that “at the direction of President Trump, the War Department will ensure that Iran never has a
nuclear weapon. We prefer to do it the nice way...or we can do it the hard way. We urge the new regime
to choose wisely.”

General Caine stated that as of April 16, the US naval blockade on Iran remains in effect. The US Navy
has not been required to board any ship for non-compliance thus far.

Negotiations-related developments

On April 16, US President Trump suggested that Iran had agreed to give away its nuclear dust [enriched
uranium]. There has been no Iranian confirmation, and a date for a second round of negotiations has
not yet been set, as of April 17.

Other notable developments

Israel-Lebanon: A ten-day ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah commenced during the overnight
hours of April 16-17. Both parties have upheld the truce since it entered into force.

Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu stated that there is an opportunity to make a historic peace agreement
with Lebanon and that President Trump intends to invite him and Lebanese President Michel Aoun to
Washington to work for it. He added that Israel refused to accept two conditions demanded by Hezbollah
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for the truce, namely that Israeli forces would retreat to the international border and that the truce
would be based on a “quiet for quiet” approach. He stated that Israel retains a ten-km buffer zone within
Lebanese territory.

Strait of Hormuz: The UK and France are preparing to hold an international summit on Strait of Hormuz
security on April 17.

Travel & Security Aspects
e On April 16, the US embassy in Oman lifted its shelter-in-place directive for all areas of Oman
except Musandam and its surrounding area. US embassy staff are prohibited from traveling to
Musandam and Masirah Island due to potential travel disruptions, and from traveling more than
25 km offshore due to naval activity.
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